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Tn the Claims! 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A photometric measurement flow cell comprising: 
a cell body having a first end and a second end; 

a fluidic channel allowing the passage of fluids, contained within said cell body; 
^ element holder contained within said first end of said cell body wherein said element 
holder has a substantially planar sealmg surface for receiving an element said substantially 
pi...r ...Un^ sa rf^^^ nf ..^d element to be fixe^d in anoTi-?^dinstah1e mamier ; 

a non-adj ustable stepped element having a stem and a base, said stem having an end 
surface protruding into said fluidic cham^el creating a fixed, nonadjustable fluiac measurement 
pathlength and said base having a substantially planar sealing surfac e said suhst^tially planar 

.^.^A H... fixedly ab nttinp .aid s^.bstantinlly planar sealing surface of g^jd non- 
.Hi„.t.hl., ^em^ed e l-^^^nt tn he sealablv ser . nrP^ in a n on.adjn stable manner in said element 
holder ; 

said non-adjustable stepped element contained within said element holder and sealed 
within said cell body by a sealing gasket positioned between said substantially planar sealing 
surface of said non-adjustable stepped element and said substantiaUy planar sealing surface of 
said cell body whereupon pressure exerted against said substantially planar sealing surface of 
said non^adjustable stepped element and said substantially planar sealing surface of said cell 
body cause said non-adjustable stepped element to be fixed and reUably sealed manosz 
.Hp..trfnle manner within said cell body with said stem protiuding into said fluidic chamiel 
creating said fixed , non-adjusUble fluidic measurement pathlength- 

2. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The photometric measurement flow cell according 
to claim 1, wherein said non-adjustable stepped element is formed of fused silica glass. 

3. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The photometiic measurement flow ceU according 
to claim 1, wherein said non-adjustable stepped element is foimed of plastic. 
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4 (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The photometric measorement flow cell according 
to claim 1. wherein said non-adjustable stepped element is fonned of crown optical glass. 

5 (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The photometric measurement flow cell according 
to clain. 1. wherein said non-adjustable stepped element i. formed of flint optical glass. 

6. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The photometric measurement flow cell according 
to claim 1, wherein said non-adjustable stepped element is fonned of BK7 optical glass. 

7. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The photometric measurement flow cell according 
to claim 1, wherein said non-adjustable stepped element is formed of sapphire optical glass. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The photometric measurement flow cell according to claim 1 , 
wherein said end surfiace is a piano optical surface. 

9. (ORIGINAL) The photometric measurement flow cell according to claim 1 . 
wherein said end surface is a spherical optical surface. 

10. (ORIGINAL) The photometric measurement flow cell according to claim 1 , 
wherein said end surface is an aspherical optical surface. 

11. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The photometric measurement flow ceU according 
to claim 1, wherein said non-adjustable stepped element is circular in cross-section. 

12. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The photometric measurement flow cell according 
to claim 1, wherein said non-adjustable stepped element is a geometric configuration selected 
from the group consisting of a square, rectangular, octagonal, and hexagonal. 

13. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The photometric measurement flow cell according 
to claim I, wherein said element holder contains within it an entrance lens. 
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14. (ORIGINAL) The photometric measurement flow ceU according to claim 1, 
wherein within said cell body is a lens holder containing an exit lens. 

Claims 15-21 (CANCELED) 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of creating an accurate fixed 
measurement path-length within a flow cell, which comprises: 

providing a cell body having a fluidic cbamiel allowing the passage of fluids within said 

cell body; 

configuring an element bolder contained within said cell body wherein said element 
holder has a substantially planar sealing surface for receiving an element said substantia lly 
p1.n.r sealing suT ^r^ n€ said elem ent to be fix ed in a uon-adiustable maim er; 

selecting a non-adjustable stepped element having a stem and a base, said stem having an 
end surface protruding into said fluidic channel creating a fixed, non-adjostable fluidic 
measurement pathlength, said base having a substantially planar sealing surface^ 
c„W..tia11v nlana r ^..1^.. ^rface of s aid base fixedly abutrin r said ■.ib.stantiall y planar sealing 
.nrW. nf .aid «o^-.Hi„.t.>,1^ .teop ^H '^^^^^f t» be sealahlv secured in a non-adjustable mamie r 
in^aidel^entMder, a length of said stem being selected to increase or decrease said fixed, 
non adjustable fluidic measurement pathlength; and 

fastening said non-adjustable stepped element wilhin said element holder with a seahng 
gasket positioned between said substantially planar sealing surface of said non-adjnstable 
stepped element and said substantially planar sealing surface of said ceU body whereupon 
pressure exerted against said substantially planar sealing surface of said non-adjustable stepped 
element and said substantially planar sealing surface of said cell body cause said non-adjustable 
stepped element to be fixed and i^Uably sealed in a non-ad1ns;^b]e manner within said cell body 
with said stem protruding into said fluidic channel creating said fixed, non-adjustable fluidic 
measurement pathlength. 
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